
MT AGUNG ACTIVITY REPORT

Date: 11-12-2017 09:00 WITA from Gaia-Oasis Tejakula.

*SITUATION AT GAIA-OASIS*

Visually, the air is clear. No noise or quakes from Mt Agung have been felt or reported. No
smoke been seen or smelt.

Minute traces of what we suspect is ash has been seen at Gaia, but we are not sure if this is
normal dust or volcanic ash.
Neither staff nor guests have felt any impacts or suffered smarting eyes or had any breathing
issues.

We feel blessed as although the wind was blowing west-northwest for some hours, there has
been no noticeable impact.

*SITUATION AT AIRPORT*

Bali Airport is open and all facilities are 100% available and running.
The number of flights has dropped significantly, as visitors have decreased and airlines choose
more viable routes.

There was a small discrete eruption yesterday & this morning; see below.
The VONA (Volcano Observatory Notice for Aviation)is unchanged at ORANGE.
The Darwin VAAC (Volcanic Ash Advisory Centre) has noted several short-lived eruptions and
issued an updated advisory.

*SITUATION AT MT AGUNG*

Volcano is estimated to be in a critical phase.

Yesterday, 1 eruption at amplitude 25 mm, occurred between 00:00 and 06:00 WITA 10 Dec
2017
This morning, 1 eruption at amplitude 25 mm, occurred at 05:49 WITA 11 Dec 2017, height
2500m above the summit.
Eruptions are characterized by new magma brought to the surface, fragmented and broken up by
the eruption.

52 volcanic gusts (“hembusan”) were recorded, with smoke attaining heights of 2000m.
“Gusts” are dominated by gas, and may contain ash without new magma fragments; the ash tends
to fall near the peak.



An overscale tremor was recorded at 15:10 – 16:40 WITA; continuous microtremor recorded
with amplitude 1-24 mm (dominant 1-2 mm)
27 low frequency quakes and 12 volcanic quakes were recorded, indicating continued magma
movement to the surface.

Eruption continues to be more ‘effusive’; lava continues to accumulate slowly, forming a dome
in the crater.
If flow rates continue, the lava may overspill the crater in the coming weeks, triggering hot
avalanches.

Satellite observations show the new lava dome is increasing but not linear; rather it is expanding
in the centre.
Volcanic glow was observed last night above the crater peak.

Ash from eruptions is reported to have fallen back to the ground within 1 hour, possibly aided by
heavy rain.
Villages in the 3 km zone reported ashfall including lapilli rain the size of peppercorns which
lasted for 1 minute.

Wind forecast from south/southwest at 10-15 knots (3000 feet), from south/southeast at 10-15
knots (5000 feet), and from east at 15-20 knots (18.000 feet).
Wind at height is expected to be moving North/Northeast/Northwest/West for the next few days.

Current eruptions have not exceeded VEI 2 (volcanic eruptive index 2), however government
models are allowing for a VEI 3.
The scale is logarithmic viz. a VEI 2 is 10 times smaller than a VEI 3, and so on. VEI 3 is 100
times weaker than VEI 5.
The largest volcanic eruptions in recorded human history are VEI 7, occurring in cycles of
10.000+ years.

OTHER:

A picture of the new lava dome is circulating on social media. It was supposedly taken by a
climber who breached security at the volcano.
Volcanologists have reminded would-be adventurers that 40% of deaths within the 5 km zone are
due to ballistic rocks and that they risk their lives and the lives of others who have to go to
retrieve their remains.

Current figures show minimal movement in refugee numbers. Evacuation efforts continue
slowly.

Trucks to evacuate cattle are refusing to go up to the < 6km zone, unless there are health &
safety guarantees for the drivers.
The Veterinary department is putting in contingency plans in anticipation of disease risk caused
by dead animals and livestock.



The 10 most common illnesses reported amongst refugees are pyrexia (febris/ sudden onset
fever), upper respiratory tract infections (ISPA), fever, cough, dermatitis, myalgia, hypertension,
gastritis, headache and arthritis. Over 100 refugees have died in camps, mainly elderly persons
with previous history of illness.

The issue of income for the refugees needs serious attention. The community is asked to find
creative solutions, to give aid in the form of training and help keep spirits up, and to put limits on
aid in the form of charity.

Toilet facilities, sanitation, cleanliness and waste disposal continue to be key issues at refugee
camps.

It is unclear to what extent refusal to move is linked to the view of certain mountain
communities, that they are custodians of the sacred mountain, and that they must remain to serve
the Gods, or else the universe will be thrown into disharmony.

A well-known story is that of the Badeg Dukuh community in 1963, who sent the children down
to seek refuge, whilst the men remained in temple to welcome the God of Mt Agung. The
gamelan players died still at their instruments, the priest was holding his bell.

The Village Head of Trunyan evacuated for a day, so that the Regent would not lose face as he
had ordered people to leave, but returned the next day amidst the eruptions, to join the rest of his
people.

The tradition of ‘puputan’,”to put an end”, is an old one; several Balinese courts marched to their
death into Dutch gunfire, and the old men and women went amongst the survivors, stabbing
those that did not die from gunfire. There can be no shame or fear, returning to the Gods.

PLEASE ACCEPT OUR GRATITUDE :

Gaia-Oasis has several groups on standby, who are committed to coming to Bali to support the
island and her people should conditions allow.
Our Founder, Sabine and our Foundation Board, Saicho and Dana, have been and are staying at
Gaia; our PT and EV Directors will be here shortly.

We will never ask our groups and guests to take any untoward risks, or expose anyone to
situations that will threaten health or life.

We thank you for your incredible support and generosity in standing by us;
We are working to pass it on and pay it forward via our work in Bali.

Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Om Santi Santi Santi Om



Yen and the Gaia Team

Revised VAAC Advisory


